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observe this week with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:20 a.m., October 21, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 20, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 22.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President Roh Moo-hyun of South 
Korea in Bangkok 
October 20, 2003

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. It’s my honor to have breakfast with a 
friend of the United States and a friend of 
mine, President Roh. We’ve got a very im-
portant and close relationship with South 
Korea. We share common goals. We want 
the world to be more free and peaceful. And 
that’s why I’m so grateful for South Korea’s 
support in places like Iraq. 

We also share a goal to enhance the pros-
perity of our respective peoples. We will dis-
cuss ways to make sure our trade between 
our countries is free and fair. We have a com-
mon goal to make sure that the Korean Pe-
ninsula is nuclear-weapons-free. We’re mak-
ing good progress on peacefully solving the 
issue with North Korea. And during this 
breakfast, I will share ideas and listen to ideas 
from President Roh as to how to move the 
process forward. 

These are important consultations with a 
close friend, and I want to thank the Presi-
dent for coming to have breakfast. 

President Roh. It is my pleasure to meet 
with President Bush—[inaudible]—and it is 
to my greater pleasure to meet with him—
[inaudible]. Korea and the United States 
have been promoting the friendship between 
each other based on mutual trust, and we 
have been addressing the problem in this pe-
riod of cooperation and friendship. 

The United States is currently making var-
ious efforts to promote global peace, and it 
has succeeded in winning the U.N. resolution 
regarding Iraq. And I would like to congratu-
late this meaningful progress. 

I appreciate that the United States has 
been making efforts to make progress in the 
areas related to North Korea, and this issue 
is very critical for—[inaudible]—and the fur-
ther progress of Korea. And in this regard, 
the six-party talks—[inaudible]—progress. 
And I would like to thank United States for 
helping us to achieve this important mile-
stone. And I am thankful for Mr. Bush for 
making more efforts to continue to resume 
the six-party talks in the near future. 

During today’s breakfast with President 
Bush, I hope to have a meaningful dialog on 
how to resolve the North Korea nuclear issue 
and how to realign the—[inaudible]—alli-
ance. 

At the same time, I would like to com-
mend the United States’ effort in bringing 
peace and democracy in Iraq, and I would 
like to discuss with him how to reconstruct 
the economy there, and I would like to dis-
cuss with him how Korea can cooperate in 
this regard. And I would have a meaningful 
discussion on these points. 

And in this meeting, I hope to have a seri-
ous discussion in accordance with the goals 
of the APEC in the areas of how to promote 
trade and mutual investment and how to pro-
mote regional security. And I am sure that 
we will—[inaudible]. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you very much, 

Mr. President. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks.

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Republic 
of Korea 
October 20, 2003

On October 20, 2003, President George 
W. Bush of the United States of America and 
President Roh Moo-hyun of the Republic of 
Korea held a summit meeting in Bangkok, 
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Thailand. At the meeting, the two Presidents 
noted with satisfaction that there has been 
smooth progress in building a comprehensive 
and dynamic alliance relationship between 
the two countries as declared in the Joint 
Statement adopted on May 14. In addition, 
the two Presidents had a broad and sincere 
exchange of views on various issues between 
the two countries, including North Korea’s 
nuclear issue, Iraq reconstruction, and the 
issue of upgrading the U.S.-ROK alliance. 

Regarding the U.S. request for the dis-
patch of additional troops to Iraq, President 
Roh explained that as a result of conducting 
a comprehensive review of the overall situa-
tion, including the importance of the U.S.-
ROK alliance and national interest, the ROK 
government has decided to dispatch addi-
tional troops to Iraq so as to provide assist-
ance for a prompt establishment of peace and 
reconstruction in Iraq. President Roh stated 
that the size, type and form of the troops 
as well as the timing of the dispatch will be 
decided by taking into account public opin-
ion, the result of the survey teams and the 
characteristics and capability of the Korean 
military forces. President Bush expressed re-
spect and gratitude to President Roh for 
making the principled determination to dis-
patch troops. President Bush also stated that 
the ROK’s dispatch of troops to Iraq will not 
only further strengthen the U.S.-ROK alli-
ance and contribute to the reconstruction 
and stabilization of Iraq, but also will serve 
as an opportunity to increase the ROK’s pres-
tige in the international community. 

President Bush and President Roh recon-
firmed the principles agreed upon in their 
summit meeting in May, that they will not 
tolerate nuclear weapons in North Korea and 
that they are committed to a peaceful resolu-
tion of the issue. The leaders noted the im-
portance of the Six Party talks for achieving 
the goal of the complete, verifiable and irre-
versible elimination of North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons programs. The two Presidents 
shared the view that it is desirable to hold 
the next round of the talks at an early date 
and to make concrete progress. President 
Bush reiterated that the U.S. has no intention 
of invading North Korea and that the U.S. 
expects North Korea to end its nuclear weap-
ons ambitions. President Bush explained how 

security assurances might be provided within 
the multilateral context, conditioned on 
North Korea’s progress in nuclear dismantle-
ment. President Roh expressed appreciation 
for President Bush’s efforts toward resolving 
the issue. The two Presidents agreed to study 
ways and means to seek progress in the next 
round of the talks. The two Presidents also 
urged North Korea to respond positively to 
the other parties’ diplomatic efforts and to 
refrain from any action which would exacer-
bate the situation. 

President Bush and President Roh noted 
that the strong alliance between the ROK 
and the U.S. and the presence of US Forces 
Korea have made great contributions to 
peace and stability on the Korean peninsula 
as well as in Northeast Asia. The two Presi-
dents agreed to pursue the relocation of 
USFK bases in careful consideration of the 
security environment on the Korean penin-
sula. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Memorandum on Certification 
Concerning U.S. Participation in the 
U.N. Mission in Liberia Consistent 
With Section 2005 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act 
October 20, 2003

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Certification Concerning U.S. 
Participation in the U.N. Mission in Liberia 
Consistent With Section 2005 of the 
American Servicemembers’ Protection Act

Consistent with section 2005 of the Amer-
ican Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–206; 22 U.S.C. 7421 et 
seq.), concerning the participation of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the United 
States in certain United Nations peace-
keeping and peace enforcement operations, 
I hereby certify that members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces participating in the United 
Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) are 
without risk of criminal prosecution or other 
assertion of jurisdiction by the International 
Criminal Court because, in authorizing the 
operation, the United Nations Security 
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